Jessica Laraine Williams

Exceedingthe wraiths of bereavement, within the extractive euphoria of
capitalist dissonance, at this late hour of our climate reckoning: we are
here, bracketed outas ellipses held in suspense. No longer(...) not yet.i

Extinct, Threatened, Possibly Threatened, Not Threatened, Data Deficient
and Not Evaluated.

Visibleand measurable indicators of the health of an ecosystem.

Habitat shifts and alterations.

Storms and flooding.

Pestsand diseases.

Fire regime.i

Here | recall theirentreaties at the arc of sylph-likedwindling, toldin
whispering drawn torrents that came to pool at my roots. Into green
corridors, voices curled with threaded lineages and grew sonorous with
me. Mother mountain, gifted stream, forest spirit.ii The advisory bird
would announce asetof choral edicts, butthe villagers chose not to
respond. Theirhands were sometimes bloodied by their care. | cycled
through evanescence and absolute formintheirworld. Immensely sloping
over high cliffs, held totheirlaws and on their breath, orwhen|convened
with the turningrice. Whenthat happened, we crouched togetherin
wooden templesonthe hill, and braced for gusts. The village songs at last
turnedto plenitude: it would mean the crop was good. Overseasons my
mantle would shudder, brimming leaves, as riven faults cracked through
darkly scorching skies. Theirs was a script made by the tillage of
generations. Theirsigns and stories gathered the tangled ways of knowing,
and laid blooming mosaic patterns before

the abruptness of
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"Considering the extent of our technological development, emphasis on
the eco-philosophical aspectsis not to be mistaken for biological
determinism. It rather posits a nature-culture continuum within which
subjects cultivateand construct multiple ethical relations.”~ Towards doing
worlding work thatinsists onthe alterity of hope, Rosi Braidotti invites
activists to consideran affirmative ethics. This ethics realigns paralysis,
bereavement, and anxiety into collective capacity across pluralistic means
of active practice and multitudinal human-nonhuman agencies. Asaform
of storytelling, affirmative ethics aim to narrate future imaginaries for
inclusive sustainability, diffracted in the reflects of today. Forexample, in
rising virtual reality scenarios, ourembodied presencein beginningto be
recognised as more than an interstice between simulacraand material
affect. Atthe level of entry, the body divides and permits through
accessibility barriers to the virtual reality space-such as through the
admission of sight or hearing. Moving through avirtual environment,
relational action orinaction determines positionality in the system. We can
thenrecognise the presence of bodies as signallingindicatorsin abroader
hierarchy of significance: which nonhuman avatars are absent, present,
encoded orextracted by these virtual spaces? Writing on the concept of
the avatar in 2008, Nancy Katherine Hayles posited that”...the avatar both
isand is not present, justasthe userbothisand is notinside the
screen...What transformations govern the connections between userand
avatar? What parameters control the construction of the screen world?”v
Today, the implications of virtual nature may therefore pick at hegemonic
readings of nature itself, collapsing the division between physical and
virtual nature experiences, the outside (and therefore Other) natural
world and the digital space both operatingasimportant sites of emotional
and physiological consequence.'' To create and participate in virtual nature
environments becomes atype of worldmaking, rife with both potentiality
and response-ability.vi
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